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For Preventing and Supprefiing 


FIRES 
City of London, 


LIBERT IES thereot. 
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Ions | by 2! drew Chark. Printer ro the Hononra 
City L o%-D.6-x, M. DLC, LXXVI!. 


Commune Concilium tent in Camera Cuilhalil' Ciritutis 
London, die Veneris, decimo qirimto dieNovembris, 
Anno Domini 1557. Annoque Reg Domini .nojiri 
CaroLi Seoundi, Der GCratic, Angliv, Scotir, 
Francix & Hiberme Regs, Fidei Defenrloris, Kc. 
decimo nono, coram Williclmo Peak Maulite, Majore 
Civitatis London, T homa Aleyn Milite & Baronetto, 
Aldermanno.Johanne Laurence, I homa Bloudworth, 
Willielmo Bolton , Withelmo Furncr, Williclmg 
Hooke>r, Militibas, Aldermay;e, Francitco Atty 
amigero, Aldermanno, ac Dionytio Gauden C Thoma 
Davics Militibus, Aldermannjs, &- Ficocomitibus en 
dem Civitat, nic non majore parte Commiuniariorum 
de Communi Concilio ejuſdem Civitat tm & ibidens 
aſſemblat”. 


Hercas the late fierce and outragious 

F IRE which happenc«! 11 tis City 

( continuing violently , ro the grear 

Aitoniſhment of all. Bchoiders., more 

than the ſpace of tour Days and tour Nigats ) burnt, 
deſtroyed and conſumed the greatelt part of the 
Churches and Dwclling-houtes,rendring Very many oft 
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C2.) 
the Iobabitants calamitous, and much 1impoveruhed by 
the great Lotlcs they ſuſtained, and is by all juſtly re- 
ſented as a moſt ſad and Cifmal Judgment " Heaven : 
Fortihe Prev enion, Avoiding and it upp relling Cas much 
as humane Prudence is capable of 5 the like dep! \orable 
"anc! fille t09 to00.VIble) Events, and dre; dtul [Da _w_ 
of F ire tor the futurc., Within this Cit) if T | 1Ocrtic 
thercot, Be t ordained, Enacted and LItat! ihed by 
the Right Honourable the Lord Vlayor, the Aldermen 
his Brethren and the Commons in this Common-Coun- 
cl aticmbled.and by the Authority of the lame.in man- 
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ner and form tollowing + that 1s to fav. 
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I. That the City, and the Liberties thereof, ſhall be 
divided an ar noted | into four cqual P.rts or £114 
ters 3 and the Ealt Part or Quarter to contam thicte 
SFards tollowmg, T Porticken, Aldeate, Tower, Billin« - 
vate. [ridce. [unborn and | in - ſtreet : the Welt Part 

_ or Quarter to contain Farrin: dou within. ps 
without Cajal. -Buynard, Che aplide, and Alder/gate 5 the 
North Part or Quarter to contain Corll, "fe {ſtrec t. 

Colem ani ircet. Bulſ jb Ar, [3i// 0Pjgare, and Cripplegat, : 
and the South Part or Quarter to contain Creenhrith, 
Breact-fircet, I intry, (ordwamer, Dow ate, Welbrook. 
and Candluwick-(teet. | 


lem, That every of the ſaid Quarters ſhall be 
turniſted and provided at or before the Feait of the 
Pirth ot our Lord God next entuing, of Eight Hundred 
I cathern Buckets, Fifty Ladders, viz. Tenkorty two 
Foot long,” Len Thirty Foot long. Fen I wenty Foot 
| Ten Sixteen Foot long, and Ten 1 wclve Foot 
long x 
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19N2 3: asalſo of to many Hand-yqmrts Of Brats as WH 
turnith two for every Pariſh, Four and | 
©:Aves, and Forty Spod Shouels. 


ILL, Jrcm, That every one of the I weve ( 
nies provide and KCEP IN rcadinets I inrty Duchets. Ons 
Encine, Six Pickex-Sledees, Three Ladders, and Two 
H nd-yqu11 Is OI brats, 


LV. [ie That all the other mtertor Companies pro- 
vide and keep in readinets Buckets and Enrmes propor- 
tionable to their Abilines, of which thote Ieatt able, to 
provide portable Emnzres to carry up Itairs into any 
Rooms or Tops oft Houtes ; the number ot which 
Dackets and Engines to be from time to time pre- 
{cribed and allotted by the Lord Mayor, and Court 
ot Aldermens Dircction. 

V. [texi, That every Alderman who hath paſted 
the Othce of Shricvalty. provide Four and T wenty 
Buckets, and One Hard-Squirt of Brais : and all thote 
who havennt becn Sheritts, Twelve Bzuczts and One 


Dw<cllings : and all othcr. principal Citizens and In- 
habitants, ard every other perion being a Subtidy- 


DBk&ts according te their quality. 


VI. Ire, That the teveral Inhabuants and Furmture 
of each reſpective Quarter ſhall remam and abide with- 
13 ther own Quarters, and not go out tarther ; except- 

TOs 


(4) 
ig only ſuch ſerviceable perſons of other Quarters fit 
to take pams in that behalt, who may be called to yield 
thur help asnced (hall require; and none other Perſons 
or kurmwvre,wi hot t {pecial Order of the Lord Mayor 
ana Shemnis from the rnime ocing, 
VIE. Irexe, It 1s tarther Ordaincd by the Authority 
aforctaid, That novery of the laid Quarters or parts of 
this City by the Adviceot the Aldermen and Common- 
Counci or cach ireveral Ward within that Quarter, 
there (hall be choſen, retained and appointed for each 
Ward one _— and tumcient perion, dwelling within 
thc fame, to be Bef/-man there, who ſhall from WENee- 
torth cvery Night! trom the Fealt of S. Mychac!, until 
the Armiciation Of S. Mary, diligently walk up and 
Ti within the fame Ward, trom Tenot the Clock in 
the N1ght, til] Five of the Clock next Morning. Their 
Wagcs or Salaries to be levied within their reſpective 
\Varis, zccordivg as the ſame ſhall be affciled by the 
Commeon-Counci! of the fame Ward, or the greatelt 
part of them. | 


VII. Hon, That every Houſholder upGn any Cry 
t [n all place a {uthcient man at his Door well ar- 
med. and har oa a Light at his Doort im the Night- 
ume. upon uctaule w hercot, cv cry party oficnding, 
hall to! teit 1wenty Imllings, 


TX: Trex, That every Houſholder ſhall, during the 
tin. of any Fire, have Water in a Veltlel ready at his 
[Door to cucnch and ſupprels all farther increate of 
the | ' T | a 


; $ [terr. 


(50) 

X. Item, That in every of thc laid four Quarters 9! 
Parts of this City a noted Belf be runs from Lilgedup 
to Mi kielmas at Ten ot the Clock every Nitv't, and 
at Five of the Clock cver\ Mornminys 5 1nd $107) 
Muichaclizas to I ads-day, at Eight of the Clock cvory 
Night, and Seven of the Clock every Von Eo 
which retpective Hours the Watch ſhall puncrually tt 
and rife, who as foon as thev are met touether, one 
out of every Watch {hall be tent the Rounds mro 
every part of the Ward, and at his ret:1:1n arothe 
{hall be ſent our, and fo fuccefiively al 
without mntermifiion. for Prevention of 
bing or other inconvenience, 


XI. Itcx, That every Inhabitant prepare tome tecure 
place in their Dwellings (not under or near any {tatr- 
calc) to lay in their Seacoul-Afes, Embers., or any other 
fort of F:irc- Aſhes ; and that the faid Aſhes be quench- 
ed with water every Night betore thev go to Bed : 
and that all Conſtables make inquiry of the Security 
ot Hearths, Owens, and Stoves. and PIaCes tor la\ ng 
Þire-Ajhes m, twice every year. 

XII, Itexs, That Plrgs be put into the Pipes in th: 
molt convement places of every Street, whercot all 
Inhabitants may take notice , that breaking of the 
Pipes in diſorderly manner maybe avoided, 


XIII. [term That as many IVe{/s as can be found may 
be provided 1n every Street, with Puzzps, placed con- 
veniently tor turmſhing of Water, etpecially m Frotty 
weather, when other Water may be tcarce. 

P XIV. [tc 
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XIV. lem, That the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs, ax 
allo the Deputies and Common-Council-men ot ſuc! 
Ward where any Fire thall happen, kave tpredy notice 
thereot by leveral Mctlengers to be G11 atchud tron 
the Conttables upon the ficlc Dileoryery, 


XV. [tem That at all ſuch timcs toe I ord Mayo: 
be attended with all his Offeers, with the Marſhals 
and a!l therr men, as aliothe (Cz; Horkarer and their 
I ..bourers, the Bride-Ma/icy wwh the Bridg-hou- 
Offtcers and Workmen, and their 1 cbourers, who are 
all upon nonce of any Fire torthwith to repair to the 
Lord Mayor, and to 0L{urve tuch directions as {hall 
be given them ; the ©:critts allo to be attended with 
all their Off. 77, upon pain to them of forkeumg 


> VI. {t:42, That the teveral Compamics of Carper- 
rs, Dricklacers, Pliiſterers, Painters, Maſons, Smiths, 
Fummirs, and Pavers, do vearly tor each Company 
:le.r7tyo Malter-Workmen, tour Journey-men, eight 
Apprentices, and fixteen Labourers, to be ready upon 
all occalions of Fire to attend the Lord Mavor and 
Shentts for quenching the ſame. | 


XVII. {tem, That all Workmen and Labourers be- 
1Onging to any publick IVater-works within the City, 
the Seacoal-meters. Porters, Blackwel-ball Porters, Leaden- 
hall Porters , Ticket-Porters, and Packace-Porters, do 
conſtantly attend the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs in ſuch 
Services 5 and that a Liſt of all the Names of the 


atore-mcntioned perſons, with the places of their 
Abode 


CF 
Abode, be brought yearly in a Table to the Lord 
Mayor elect upon the thirſt day of Ofober, to be placed 
in the Hall of the ſaid Lord Mayor to p mblick view : 
and that henceforth the admittances ot all ſuch per- 
{ons may be upon the fame Condition. 


XVIIE. [rem That all pertons, urlefs fuch as are 
imployed or allowed by the Lord Mayor or Sheritte, 
Aldermen, Deputies, or Common-Council-men, do 
keep ( during the time of any Fire ) within their own 
Dwellings, until they arc ſummoned to give their Aid : 
that 10 Ditorder and Confulion in the Streets may be 
preventcd. 


XIX. [temr, Thatall the Conltables and VWatch-men 
of the Ward where any Firc happens,aflemble immed! 
atcly at ſuch place, and there attend on the Lord 
Mayor and Sheritts, and follow their Directions. 


X X. [tem, That all Brokers on the Exchanee (accorc 
ing to their Obligation at their Admittance)do attend, 
in order to take care for ſuch Goods and Houſhold- 
[tutt as may be removed. 


XXI. Itcrz, That yearly there be choſen ſome able 
Citizen and iltu] Engineer, to gttend the Lord Mayor 
and Sheritts or any of them upon ſuch Accident, who 
by their Advice 1s to give his Afſiſtance and to blow 
up by their Direction tuch Houtes, whereby the in- 
creale of the Fire ma; be moſt probably prevented 
and that Labourcrs be appointed toattend ſuch Engi- 
neer. 
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X XI. [rexr, That the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and 
SOoritls, Deputies Common-Council-men, Inge! 
1d all peiſons appointed and required by t] © Lord 
Mayor and Sheriff to be arg mn ſuppretiing anc] 
ctinguithing the Fire, by blowing up, or pu 
cOWnN Houtcs, ſhall be indempritbed by this Court, 


k 
XXII. [tem That all perivns whoic tous thatl 
be blown up, or otherwiſe ciemolithed, tor the preven:- 
* tion of the increalc of Fire, {hall have ſuc Damaocs 
as the Common Counc!! Nall av ard » and that ati PCTr« 
{ons Iabouring thereon, ſhall be awarded, as by Orcdct 
Of thc Court of Aderr en (ſhall be appointed x and that 
a by ate be Jad by the COommon-Countcil on the reman!- 
1g Hoults of the City and Libortics for tutti vin, 
AECEC 
XAIV. [tenr, That once a Quarter the Deputy an 
Common-Council of cvcrv Ward return Certiticatcs 
to the Loid Mavor and Co:rt of Aldermen, ot thc 
; Numbers and Condition of thei Bukits, Emngares, 
f adders, and all other Necetlarics of that nature, and 
| the Engineer tOcxamine the fame, that on ail Occ» 
tons they may be found mn readinels ; and that the 
; Certificates of Muchacliras Quarter be returned as 
vcilto the Lord May ;r elect, as to the Lord Mavor. 
| XXV. Iterr, That ft ch quantities of Powder as (hall F 
| bc thought tit by the Lord Mayor and Court of Alder- 
men. hall LC provide by thc teveral Wards, and the 
; ſeveral C 0104 |PUIHES Ol this Ci l\ reſpectively, n Tndup 
v tn fuck convenient placcs as the {aid Lord Viayor and 
Court 4 


\ 
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Court of Aldermen fſha!! from time to trme direct ard 
appoint : and that the piwerpal Engincer taketrial of 
all fuch Perdcr, that being fatished of the ftrength 
and goodncl> thereof. he may the better uſe ut accord- 


- ! 
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KXVI. Jtcewr. I hatn perion whatſocye: he het 
forth permitted at ary time to make, Orcalile to bY 
madc avy to!t of Fire-rorts. orto hre. or Cautc to be 
ftircd any fuch Fireworks, within the Citv or Liberte 
thereof, excopt fuck perſons only as ſhatl be thereunt.) 
appointed by HE MAJESTI 1, orany Jawtul Au- 
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, 
LNONITY URIGCT IN 


XX\VIl. Item, That no Gur-porder be kept withm 
thc \\ 41} Ot th (_1t\ CACCDT. as atorctaid it In 
{uch four PLACES as {hall be allowed and avrrroved 


by.-the Court oft Alderme 


XXVIN. i 4f';, Fhat no pe 
l] - 11; Pe 7} Ac Pit, br 1 arr, [rim TORMC. Ie, 2 Or tie 
like comLvultble Commodtites, 1m any Cc 
houle, or other place on that l1denext the Street. which 
by the (hak! Torc! | 
Fire at the Winidoys noxt the Strect may be m dann 
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by Vittt'c of this Act. hall bu obtained). | 
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covered, enthuc by Action of Devt, Bill, Plum or <1 
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formation m the name of the Chamberlain of the ſaid 
City for the time being, inthe KINCS MATESTIE's 
Court holdcn in the Chamber of the Guild- Hall of the 
ſaid City.betore the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the 
{laid City tor the time being ; 1n which no Etloign, Pro- 
tection.or Wager of Law thall be admitted or allowed 
for the Defendant : and the Chamberlain of the fad 
City for the time being, in all Suits tobe protecuted by 
virtue of this Ad againſt any Otfender or Otfcnders, 
ſhall recover the ordinary Coſts of Suit, to be cx- 
pended 1n or about the proſecution of them, or any of 
them : And that all tuch Peins, Penalties and Fortct- 
tures ( the Charges of Suit tor Recovery thereot be- 
ing firſt deducted ) ſhall be divided into two equal 
Parts, one Moicty ncrcot to be paid unto the T rea- 
ſurer of Chriſes Hojpit.c! ( for the time being) to be 
imployed toward the Mamtenance of the poor Chil- 
dren harboureil kept in the ſaid Hoſpital : and 
the other Moicty to him or them that will tuc tor the 
ſame, any other Act or Ordinance to the contrary 
thercot notwithſtanding 
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Printed by Andrew Clark, Printer to the Honourable 
Cityet Loxbo x. M. DC.LXXVII. 
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